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Abstract: In the last two years, the President of the United States and the U.S. National 
Broadband Plan have elevated the importance of spectrum policy to new heights, embraced 
ambitious goals for progress, and proposed consideration of new and sometimes controversial 
approaches intended to improve spectral efficiency. This will produce a period of opportunity for 
advances in dynamic spectrum sharing. Indeed, while there have been times when spectrum 
policymakers have been slow to adopt new ideas from the research community, the research 
community may now find it challenging to keep up with the needs of spectrum policymakers for 
rapid progress. Meeting objectives for efficient use of spectrum will require advances in an 
already-complex innovation process, where putting concepts into practice often includes 
theoretical technical and policy research, extensive and transparent experimentation, 
standardization, changes in regulation, and changes in enforcement mechanisms, all before a 
single device can be deployed.
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